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Skipper of submarine San Francisco relieved of command  
By William H. McMichael 
Navy Times Staff Writer  

The skipper of the sub that struck an underwater mountain south of Guam 12 days ago has been relieved of his 
command, the Navy’s 7th Fleet said. Cmdr. Kevin Mooney was reassigned today to unspecified duties at Guam’s 
Submarine Squadron 15 by 7th Fleet commander Vice Adm. Jonathan W. Greenert.  

Cmdr. Ike Skelton, a spokesman, said Mooney was effectively relieved but that the permanence of the move or 
any punitive action would depend on how the investigation into the mishap’s cause turns out.  

San Francisco’s new commanding officer is Cmdr. Andrew Hale, deputy commander of Submarine Squadron 15.  

The Jan. 8 grounding killed one sailor, injured almost half of the 137-man crew and left the attack sub with 
“extensive” damage to its bow, said Lt. Cmdr. Jeff Davis, Pacific Fleet Submarine Force spokesman.  

The forward ballast tanks, the sonar dome and sonar sphere all are damaged, he said, while the inner pressure hull 
“does not appear” to be so. Also undamaged were the sub’s engineering, propulsion and electrical systems, he 
said.  

Davis also said the Navy is planning to put the San Francisco into a floating drydock in Guam to enable 
technicians to make the most accurate assessment of damages.  

Still to be determined: if the drydock is nuclear-capable, something the Navy continues to check out. Davis said 
that’s expected to happen. If it does, the sub could be in drydock in about a week, he said.  

No estimate of cost for repairs has been announced.  
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USS San Francisco Skipper Reassigned Pending Probe Results 

By ROBERT A. HAMILTON 
Day Staff Writer, Navy/Defense/Electric Boat 
Published on 1/21/2005 

The head of the U.S. Seventh Fleet on Thursday reassigned the skipper of the Guam-based USS San Francisco to a 
shore job, pending the results of an investigation into how the submarine smashed into a seamount on Jan. 8. 

A Navy spokesman said Vice Adm. Jonathan W. Greenert has assigned Cmdr. Kevin Mooney to Submarine 
Squadron 15 in Guam. The accident killed one crewman and injured almost half of the crew of 137. 

Cmdr. Andrew Hale, the deputy commander of Squadron 15, will assume command of the San Francisco 
indefinitely. The Seventh Fleet spokesman was unavailable for further comment. 

“This is an administrative action, and it should not be considered administrative punishment,” said Cmdr. Ike 
Skelton, Greenert's spokesman. “Commander Mooney was reassigned.” 

Navy sources said because Greenert did not announce that he was relieving Mooney, and did not announce that 
the decision was “for cause” or because he had lost confidence in Mooney's ability to command, it does not 
necessarily mean Mooney is being faulted in the case. 

In fact, there are a few reasons for Greenert to take the action, chief among them that Mooney will be consumed 
with the investigation, and will not have the time he would need to be responsible for the San Francisco and its 
crew. 

In addition, the sources said, Greenert likely wants to make sure there is no perception that Mooney has attempted 
to influence the investigation, which will include extensive interviews with his crew and an exhaustive review of 
the ship's logs and other records. 

San Francisco was cruising at more than 30 knots at a depth of about 525 feet on Jan. 8 when it slammed into a 
seamount that did not appear on its official charts, although it was later determined that a government mapping 
agency knew of the obstacle more than five years ago. 

The devastating collision nearly crippled the ship, but the crew brought it to the surface safely and managed to 
limp back to Guam at a maximum speed of eight knots. The boat's sonar dome was smashed and three of its four 
forward ballast tanks were cracked in the crash. 

Lt. Cmdr. Jeff A. Davis, a spokesman for the Pacific submarine force, said the Navy is seeking to re-certify one of 
its former floating drydocks for nuclear submarine work, to allow the San Francisco to be lifted out of the water 
for an engineering assessment. 

The drydock, known in Guam as “Big Blue” because of its size and color, is 883 feet long, 180 feet wide and can 
lift up to 40,000 tons. It went into private service with Guam Shipyard in 1999. 

“It was nuclear certified when it was a Navy drydock, but that certification is lapsed,” Davis said. “We're looking 
at getting it re-certified as quickly as possible, and making all arrangements to get San Francisco in there as soon 
as it is certified.” 

Davis said if San Francisco goes into the drydock, the plan now is only to gauge the damage to the ship. No 
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decision has been made on where or even whether the ship will eventually be repaired. 

“We need to get it out of the water, do a thorough engineering assessment, and at that point determine exactly 
where and how the repairs will be done,” Davis said. 

“We have a very rudimentary understanding of the fact that there is significant damage to the bow, including the 
sonar bow, the sonar sphere and the ballast tanks. The pressure hull appears to be undamaged, and all the systems 
inside the pressure hull appear to be undamaged for the most part, and functioned effectively, which is what 
allowed the submarine to return to its homeport following the collision.”   

  

Navy Runs Silent on Damage Report from USS San Francisco 
By Ken Wetmore, KUAM News 

There's still no official word from the Navy on the damages done to the USS San Francisco, or how or where they 
intend to fix the nuclear fast attack submarine. Navy spokesperson Lieutenant Arwen Consaul told KUAM News 
today the Navy is still assessing the damage and considering its options.  
 
The San Francisco apparently hit an underground mountain 350 miles south of Guam on January 8. Machinist 
Mate 2nd Class Joseph Ashley died a day later from injuries sustained in the crash and twenty-three other 
members of the crew were injured so badly they were declared unfit to stand watch as the submarine limped its 
way back to Guam. While the Navy has not officially reported the speed or depth the San Francisco was traveling 
at, national news organizations have reported that their sources within the Navy say the submarine was traveling at 
a depth of about 400 feet below the surface at a speed of over 30 knots when it hit an uncharted undersea 
mountain. 
 
Currently the accident is under investigation by the Navy.  

  

Submarine Crash Shows Navy Had Gaps in Mapping System 
By Christopher Drew, New York Times, January 15, 2004 

Sailors on the San Francisco, a nuclear-powered attack submarine, had just finished cleaning the vessel last 
Saturday as it sped along 500 feet beneath the surface of the South Pacific. Submarines run blind, just listening for 
sounds of danger. And to the captain and other officers relying on undersea navigation charts, everything seemed 
clear. 

Suddenly, there was a horrible screeching. And according to an e-mail message written by a crew member, the 
inside of the submarine quickly resembled a scene from the movie "The Matrix." He wrote, "Everything slowed 
down and levitated and then went flying forward faster than the brain can process."  

The submarine had crashed head-on into an undersea mountain that was not on the charts. One sailor was killed, 
and about 60 others were injured. Now, Defense Department officials say they have found a satellite image taken 
in 1999 that indicates an undersea mountain rising to perhaps within 100 feet below the surface there.  

But the older navigation charts provided to the Navy were never updated to show the obstruction, they 
acknowledge, in part because the agency that creates them has never had the resources to use the satellite data 
systematically.  

The officials said the main chart on the submarine, prepared in 1989 and never revised, did not show any potential 
obstacles within three miles of the crash. They said the incident happened in such a desolate area - 360 miles 
southeast of Guam - that updating their depiction of the undersea terrain was never considered a priority. 

The new information about the charting flaws also illustrates what many experts say is a broader danger not only 

Page 3 of 23SBC Yahoo! Mail - seawolf_575@yahoo.com

1/26/2005http://us.f115.mail.yahoo.com/ym/ShowLetter?box=Great%20Lakes%20Base&MsgId=2177_110431...



to submarines but also to many surface ships. At the same time, it provides a glimpse into the arcane task of 
plotting an undersea world that in some areas is still more mysterious than the surfaces of Mars or Venus. 

A variety of satellite data is now showing that many sea charts, including some that still rely on notations from the 
days when sailors navigated by the stars, are inaccurate. And some scientists are calling for greater use of satellite 
data to fix more precisely the location of undersea ridges, islands and even continental boundaries and to chart 
large, less studied areas of the oceans. 

The latest disclosures support the account by the commanding officer of the San Francisco that the charts showed 
that his track was clear. But former submarine captains said Navy investigators were likely to examine whether it 
had been prudent to travel at such a high speed, 30 knots, given the age and spottiness of the information. 

Officials said the main chart on the submarine was prepared by the Defense Mapping Agency in August 1989. 
That office was later absorbed into the National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency, a part of the Defense Department 
that provides maps, sea charts and other geographic intelligence to the nation's combat forces. 

Chris Andreasen, the chief hydrographer for the Office of Global Navigation at the intelligence agency, 
acknowledged in an interview that on the chart, "there's nothing shown that would be a hazard" at the crash site. 

But since the accident, Mr. Andreasen said, his office has examined commercially available images taken by a 
Landsat satellite in 1999, and at least one image indicates that an undersea mountain could rise to within 100 feet 
of the surface there. Analysts say variations in water color can sometimes indicate a land mass below.  

Mr. Andreasen said his agency had not normally used satellite imagery to update sea charts, though it recently 
began using the images to help pinpoint the boundaries of islands and other land masses. He and other officials 
said that the charting office's staff had shrunk in recent years, and that the Navy never asked it to focus on the area 
south of Guam, where it began basing submarines in 2002. 

Current and former Navy officials say the main focus during the cold war was charting areas in the Northern 
Pacific and in Arctic seas where missile and surveillance submarines guarded against a Soviet attack. Since then, 
the Navy has been trying to improve charts of shallower coastal waters in the Middle East and other areas where it 
might have to help battle terrorists. 

Mr. Andreasen said that since global positioning satellites came into wide use in the 1980's, Navy and commercial 
ships had had a much more accurate way to fix the coordinates of islands, undersea volcanoes and other parts of 
the giant mountain ranges that jut up from the ocean floor. 

"G.P.S. is changing the world," he said. 

As ships have reported these coordinates, sea-charting offices around the world have found that many islands were 
"maybe a mile or two out of position" on widely used charts, he said. So over the past year, his agency has been 
using the Landsat images and other data to update many nations' boundaries. 

But Mr. Andreasen and other scientists said that while commercial shipping interests had helped chart the most 
common transit routes, large areas of the ocean depths remained little charted. 

Dr. David T. Sandwell, a geophysics professor at the Scripps Institution of Oceanography in San Diego, said that 
about 40 percent of the oceans were "very, very poorly charted, and those areas are mostly in the Southern 
Hemisphere."  

While many sea charts include obstacles and features spotted by commercial vessels, World War II warships and 
even 19th-century explorers, the best charts are made by survey ships that use sound beams to create detailed 
pictures of the undersea terrain. The Navy has only seven such ships, however, and scientists say it could take 
decades to chart the rest of the seas thoroughly. 

As a result, Dr. Sandwell and others have suggested that the government make rough chartings of more areas with 
another type of satellite - one that uses radar to measure variations in the height of the ocean that can signal if 
mountains are below. 
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Dr. Sandwell said readings by one such satellite in the mid-1980's also indicated there could be an undersea 
mountain at the San Francisco's crash site. But he said the margin of error was too large for the studies to be 
conclusive. And Mr. Andreasen said much of the satellite data was too vague for precise charting. 

Mr. Andreasen said the main chart used on the submarine showed that the only concerns were a small area of 
discolored water that had been noted three miles from the crash site and some coral reefs about 10 miles away. 

Notes on the chart indicated that the discolored water was mentioned on a British sea chart in 1963, and Mr. 
Andreasen said the notation might even go back to World War II. He said the discoloration might have been just a 
temporary disturbance, or it could have been a sign of the undersea ridge. 

Other notes suggest that some ships had reported depths of 5,000 to 6,000 feet nearby. But Mr. Andreasen said 
few commercial ships used the area, and "it has never been systematically surveyed." 

Navy officials declined to comment, saying they are investigating the accident. 

The submarine left Guam on Jan. 7 for Brisbane, Australia. The Navy said 23 of the sailors were seriously injured, 
and at least five had broken bones.  

  

Crippled Sub Challenged Crew's Skills 
Navy sources shed light on crash, return trip of USS San Francisco  
By Robert A. Hamilton, New London Day, 15 Jan 05  

New London -- The galley crew had started to serve lunch as the USS San Francisco checked its position against a 
global positioning system satellite, checked the water depth with its fathometer, and announced that the ship was 
going to dive, all routine operations aboard an attack submarine.  

Four minutes after it submerged, that routine was shattered one week ago today as the San Francisco crashed into 
an undersea mountain at more than 35 mph, sending sailors crashing into equipment and bulkheads and destroying 
the bow dome and three of the main ballast tanks at the front of the sub.  

The accident released kinetic, or nonradioactive, energy on the scale of the electrical output of the Millstone 2 
nuclear reactor, which explains the extensive damage to the ship and the severity of the injuries - one man was 
killed and more than 60 others were injured, two dozen of them seriously.  

But engineers are impressed that despite the violence of the underwater encounter, the ship's reactor, steam turbine 
generators, electrical distribution network and even its navigation system were unharmed, and the ship was able to 
limp back to port on its own.  

Through dozens of interviews with submariners, active duty and retired, as well as a review of a variety of internal 
Navy documents, an account of the accident that nearly crippled the San Francisco is beginning to emerge. 

Because the investigation is still under way, there are few official sources of information, however.  

The captain of the San Francisco, Cmdr. Kevin Mooney, has not been relieved of duty, perhaps the most telling 
evidence that the initial inquiry has found that the sub was following all the correct procedures and had the 
misfortune to run into an uncharted seamount.  

In fact, Rear Adm. Paul Sullivan, commander of the Pacific submarine force, said in an unclassified e-mail 
obtained by The Day that he was impressed with how the captain and crew dealt with the aftermath of the crash.  

"The continuous operation of the propulsion plant, electrical systems and navigation demonstrates the reliability of 
our equipment and the operational readiness of our crews as a whole," Sullivan wrote.  

"The impressive Joint and Navy team effort which resulted in SFO (San Francisco) returning to port safely says 
volumes about the ingenuity and resourcefulness of all our armed services. For all who participated in this effort, 
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thank you and your people. We are all eternally grateful to each of you."  

The San Francisco was built at what is now the Northrop Grumman Newport News (Va.) Shipyard, was 
commissioned in 1981, and was originally homeported at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. After a refueling overhaul 
completed in 2002, it was assigned to the new submarine base in Guam.  

The San Francisco had finished all the post-refueling sea trials and conducted its first two-month deployment last 
year, arriving back in Guam Dec. 1, 2004. On Friday, Jan. 7, it set sail for Brisbane, Australia, for a port visit. The 
sailors were probably excited - Australians still recall that the U.S. submarine force kept the Japanese at bay in the 
Pacific during World War II and generally treat American submariners well.  

Saturday morning, soon after breakfast ended at 6 a.m., the ship conducted a "field day," during which the entire 
ship is cleaned, top to bottom. All 137 men on board would have been out of their bunks and taking part until just 
before lunch was served at 11 a.m. They would have removed deck plates to clean bilges and other hard-to-reach 
spaces.  

The chief petty officers on board warned everyone as they finished to "stow for sea" - make sure everything is 
bolted down or locked up. In the event of a collision, loose objects tend to become unguided missiles. As a result, 
the ship was probably more tightly stowed than usual, which helped prevent more serious injuries, submariners 
said.  

In late morning, the ship was at periscope depth, checking to make sure it was on course. Everything checked out; 
the ship was just over 400 miles southeast of Guam, near the Caroline Islands ridge, but the charts showed that 
there was no water less than about 6,000 feet deep for at least seven miles around the boat, more than enough of a 
safety margin for submariners, who are known to be cautious.  

Some time about 11:30, after running through a safety checklist to make sure the boat was ready to submerge, the 
officer of the deck gave the order to dive. The San Francisco used the dive to pick up speed, and was soon running 
at flank speed, something in excess of 30 knots.  

Although its destination was to the southwest, it was headed in an easterly direction, probably because it had 
"cleared its baffles," or changed direction to check to make sure there were no submarines trailing it in the spot 
directly behind the ship, where its normal sonar sensors cannot "hear." 

At 11:42 a.m. Guam time, about four minutes after diving, the San Francisco crashed head-on into a nearly 
vertical wall of stone, a seamount that was not on the charts. In an instant, the submarine's speed dropped from 
almost 33 knots horizontal to 4 knots almost straight up as the bow whipped up and the ship tried to go over the 
obstacle - without success.  

Crewmen told family and friends that the moment was surreal, so unexpected that it took a moment to realize what 
had happened: The sub had rammed into something and was out of control. One sailor told a friend it reminded 
him of the movie "The Matrix," in which everything slows down and a disaster unfolds in slow motion.  

The diving officer of the watch, normally strapped into a chair in the control room, had just unbuckled his belt to 
update a status board. He struck the control panel so hard that he broke some of the gauges. Some crewmen were 
tossed 20 feet into bulkheads, several narrowly missing being dropped down through stairways.  

A couple of men were smoking in the lower level of the engine room, and more were waiting their turn - it is the 
only area in the sub where smoking is allowed. The area includes much sharp-edged metal equipment that caused 
several of the lacerations and broken bones that had to be treated later.  

Machinist Mate 2nd Class Joseph Allen Ashley, 24, of Akron, Ohio, who had just re-enlisted for a second four-
year term, was in the main seawater bay at the back of the sub. He was thrown forward 20 feet into the propulsion 
lube oil bay, striking his forehead against a large metal pump. He was knocked out and died the next day without 
regaining consciousness.  

Through the chaos, though, the crew followed the procedures they had drilled on day after day as submariners. 
Within seconds, one of the crewmen at the helm, his arm broken in the crash, pulled the "chicken switch," which 
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forces high-pressure air into the main ballast tanks to force the submarine to the surface.  

The executive officer suffered a serious back injury when he was thrown onto an emergency air supply pipe, but 
he was quickly directing damage-control efforts. Injured men were carried to the crew's mess and the wardroom, 
where the tables were pressed into service as gurneys. The ship's "doc," an independent duty corpsman trained in 
emergency medicine, began assessing and treating the injuries.  

One of the ship's junior officers was a former enlisted man and was able to help out. Other crewmen were 
recruited to keep men with head injuries awake until they could be checked out, as the worst cuts were stitched 
and the worst breaks were set.  

When a medical team arrived from Guam via helicopter the next morning, a surgeon, an undersea medical officer 
and another independent duty corpsmen remarked that the care given to the injured crewmen was outstanding, 
particularly considering the circumstances.  

The submarine force has a policy of "water space management" that would have required Mooney, the skipper, to 
file a plan showing his expected track and speed through the area to make sure he would not be in the same water 
as another submarine at the same time. Navy sources said there was nothing on that plan that would have raised 
any alarm.  

In addition, given the charts that showed only deep water in the area, Mooney would not have been expected to do 
depth soundings more than every 30 minutes, certainly no more than every 15 minutes, which would not have 
given him enough time to react to the steep seamount. In fact, he might not have been able to avoid grounding 
even with nearly continuous soundings.  

The undersea mountain was so steep that there was damage visible even on the top of the sonar dome, which 
indicates that the sub hit a virtual wall.   

The San Francisco would have picked up the mountain if it was using active sonar, but submariners use that 
sparingly because it gives the boat's location away. Instead, it would have been using passive sonar – listening for 
the noises made by other ships and submarines. But seamounts don't make any noise, and even if there were 
currents swirling around it, the noise would have been lost in the noise the San Francisco was making as it sped 
through the water near top speed.  

Jeff Schweitzer, a research professor in the Physics Department at the University of Connecticut, said the 
submarine's kinetic energy at 33 knots and 4 knots is easy to calculate - one-half its mass (6.3 million kilograms) 
times its velocity (16.98 meters per second before the accident, 2.06 meters per second afterward), or 902.4 
megajoules before, and 13.3 megajoules afterward. So the accident released just over 889 megajoules of energy. 
The Millstone 2 reactor in Waterford is rated at 870 megawatts, so if the ship slowed over a second, it released 
roughly the same energy in that time as Millstone 2 could generate.  

"It would have lit quite a few light bulbs," Schweitzer said. "It is a lot of energy, which is why the collision 
cracked rock and dented such strong steel."  

He said it would take much more complex calculations to determine where all that energy went - how much went 
into bending the steel of the ballast tanks, or even heating the water in the area around the wreck - but the release 
was enormous.  Physics also explains the injuries, a fundamental principal being that a body in motion tends to 
stay in motion until something slows it down, whether air friction or a steel bulkhead. If the submarine instantly 
decelerated from 33 knots to 4 knots, in theory the men aboard would have kept moving forward at 29 knots 
relative to the rest of the ship until they encountered something hard.  

Schweitzer noted, however, that even sitting in a chair or standing on the floor would bleed off part of that speed, 
and that the ship would have decelerated over a second or so, which would also yield a slight difference. 

"So it might not be the same thing as being thrown forward at 29 knots," Schweitzer said. "But it would have been 
a lot more comfortable to have been in a seat and belted in."  

At the time, however, no one on the San Francisco was doing the calculations. They were more worried about 
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saving the ship. At almost 550 feet, the water pressure would have been almost 240 pounds per square inch, so 
even a small leak could have quickly put the ship in danger.  

In addition, it quickly became apparent that three of the four forward ballast tanks had uncontrollable leaks, which 
caused the ship to take on a serious bow-down aspect. That was dangerous for two reasons: any forward 
movement could quickly drive the ship deeper; and any angle would allow more air to seep out of the ballast 
tanks, making the ship heavier, increasing the angle even more.  

Through the quick use of variable ballast tanks located throughout the ship, the crew was able to get it to the 
surface, though the back end of the ship was riding about four feet higher than normal, and the bow was so deep 
the depth markings were out of sight.   

The reactor plant, propulsion system and electric distribution gear were all operating normally, however, which 
allowed the crew to focus on the ballast system.  

Immediately, Mooney dispatched a message to Guam, where the Commander of Naval Forces Marianas 
dispatched the 110-foot, Guam-based Coast Guard cutter Galveston Island and the 906-foot Maritime Sealift 
Command cargo ship Gy. 

Sgt. Fred Stockham to intercept the submarine and escort it home, but it would be almost a day before they 
arrived.  

By 4 p.m. Saturday, the commodore of Submarine Squadron 15 on Guam had called together family members to 
deliver the news and promise regular briefings on the situation.  

The front of the ship was so badly deformed, its maneuverability was compromised. In addition, because the bow-
down aspect of the sub would force it under at even moderate speeds, the San Francisco was limited to about eight 
knots on the surface.  

Then, poor weather on Sunday forced the captain to bring all his crewmen down from the bridge out of fear that 
any additional water coming down the hatch would cut further into the sub's limited buoyancy. He had to run the 
ship from the control room, using radar and radio to make sure it stayed close to the escort ships, but not too close. 

The crew continuously operated the low-pressure blower to keep air in the ballast tanks, despite the leaks. The air 
pump is rated for only intermittent use, but held out for more than 30 hours during the trip back.  

In addition, the crew quickly implemented an emergency technique to use the exhaust from its massive auxiliary 
diesel engines to augment the low-pressure blower.  

Back in Guam, the Navy was assembling flotation aids and welding gear to do emergency repairs when the San 
Francisco finally pulled into port. Divers and technical experts were on hand to assess the damage. A team was on 
its way within hours from Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard, including a structural engineer, a ballast tank expert and 
an air systems expert, led by Capt. Charles Doty, who commanded the USS Cheyenne in the Pacific until last year. 

During his time at the helm, the Cheyenne was the first ship to launch missiles in the Iraq war in 2003.  

On Monday afternoon, family members lined Sierra Pier at the Guam submarine base, where they waited 
anxiously for their first sight of the submarine they were assured would be berthed at the pier before long. About 3 
p.m., it came into view, nose down, listing visibly to starboard, with a tumultuous bow wake testifying to the 
damage at the front of the boat.  

Submariners from the USS City of Corpus Christi and USS Houston, and the tender USS Frank Cable, which 
comprise the rest of Squadron 15, waited on the pier as well, ready to help tie up the ship, shut down the nuclear 
plant, hook up the shore power supply and otherwise aid a crew that had been up for two days straight saving the 
San Francisco.  

  

Shipmates mourn loss of brother 
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'99 Manchester High grad killed in sub wreck served Navy proudly, officer says 
By Kymberli Hagelberg, Beacon Journal staff writer 

Approximately 200 friends, loved ones and shipmates paid their respects on Saturday night to Navy Machinist's 
Mate Second Class Joseph Allen Ashley at Akron Baptist Temple. 

At his funeral service, patriotic songs were sung. Two naval officers flanked Ashley's flag-draped, open casket. 

The Rev. Dallas R. Billington's voice broke as he described the veteran “Cowboy Joe” had become. 

“I want you to know what Joey has done for you,” Billington said. “He gave his life so you can live in freedom.” 

To those who felt the pain of Ashley's loss, the minister offered the prayer, “At times like this, we look to the 
heavens as we have nowhere else to turn.” 

The 24-year-old, who graduated from Manchester High School in 1999, died last Sunday after suffering head 
injuries when the nuclear-powered submarine he was serving on, the USS San Francisco, crashed into an 
undersea  mountain about 360 miles southeast of Guam in the Pacific Ocean. 

Before Ashley joined the Navy in 2001, he was known for playing drums in the high school band and for the car 
horn on his green Jeep Wrangler that played Dixie, like the one on his favorite television show, The Dukes of 
Hazzard. 

Rear Adm. Jay Deloach, deputy commander of the U.S. Atlantic Fleet submarine force, called Ashley “a very 
special shipmate.” 

“Joey, or ‘Cooter,’ wore the silver dolphins (of a Navy submariner) on his uniform with pride,” Deloach said. Men 
who work in submarines are a brotherhood “formed beneath the waves,” Deloach said. 

The waves are often calm but also quickly changeable. “They are seas that know neither pity nor remorse,” 
Deloach said. “Joey lived with those hazards every day with an upbeat attitude that made the work easier.” 

U.S. Defense Department officials told the New York Times that a chart used by the submarine prepared in 1989 
did not show any potential obstacles within three miles of the crash, but a satellite image taken a decade later 
showed the obstruction that rose about 100 feet below the surface. 

Ashley will be buried today in Spencer, W.Va. 

Donations in his memory may be made to the Joseph Ashley Memorial Scholarship, c/o Manchester High School, 
437 W. Nimisila Rd., Akron, OH 44319. 
  

Atlantic Submarine Makes Rare Hawaii Stop 
By Commander, Submarine Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet Public Affairs 

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii (NNS) -- USS Oklahoma City (SSN 723) made a rare port visit to Pearl Harbor Dec. 
20.  
 
Although its Pacific deployment had been planned for some time, officials say the visit from the U.S. Atlantic 
fleet submarine underscores the flexibility of submarines to support operational commitments around the world. 
 
“There was a need for more submarines to deploy into the Western Pacific,” said Cmdr. Chris Williams, the ship’s 
commanding officer. “This transit demonstrates the mission of the submarine force to send submarines anywhere 
regardless of where they are stationed.” The submarine, which is based in Norfolk, Va., has operated in the Pacific 
since its transit under the Arctic ice in August. 
 
Master Chief Machinist's Mate Eric Antwoine, chief of the boat, said the crew found out in late 2003 they were 
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going to transit from under the Artic ice over to the Pacific. He said despite the short notice, the crew has pulled 
together to successfully face the challenges inherit to operating in the Western Pacific. 
 
“The Pacific is harder to navigate because it is shallow in certain areas; so, you have to pay very close attention,” 
said Antwoine.  
 
Oklahoma City is only the third submarine to make the under-ice transit. The first submarine to transit from the 
Atlantic to the Pacific under the Arctic was USS Nautilus (SSN 571) in 1958.  
 
USS Alexandria (SSN 757) was the second submarine to transit coast-to-coast through the Arctic in June and was 
the first such transit of a Los Angeles-class submarine. 

  

Alexandria Returns to SUBASE Following Circumnavigation of Globe  
By Journalist 1st Class (SW/AW) Mark A. Savage, Commander, Navy Region Northeast Public Affairs 

GROTON, Conn. (NNS) -- The Los Angeles-class attack submarine USS Alexandria (SSN 757) returned to Naval 
Submarine Base (SUBASE) New London Dec. 10 following a deployment that circumnavigated the globe. 
 
Alexandria departed SUBASE June 11 and transited under the Arctic ice to the Pacific Ocean. While this is the 
first transit of this type for an improved Los Angeles-class submarine, USS Nautilus (SSN 571) was the first 
submarine to make such a transit, going from the Pacific to Atlantic Ocean in 1958. On the golden anniversary of 
that ship's commissioning, that feat held the fascination of Alexandria's captain during his own transit. 
 
"I kind of kept tabs of their track," said Cmdr. Thomas Kearney, Alexandria's commanding officer. "I don't know 
the exact speed that they went, but I think we beat their speed record and we'll have one of the fastest under-ice 
transits ever." 
 
After entering the Pacific Ocean, the crew enjoyed port visits in Japan, Singapore and Guam, intermixed with their 
training and operations. It was in Guam where some crew members had the opportunity to reunite with their 
spouses. The spouses who flew out to meet their husbands followed virtually the same path as the submarine. 

  

The Mighty Monty: USS Montpelier in for an overhaul 
By Alan J. Keays, Rutland Herald, 17 Jan 05 

A submarine named for Vermont's capital city won't ever need to stop for a fuel, but it is taking a break for a $120 
million tuneup. 

The USS Montpelier, SSN 765, and its crew have called New Hampshire's Portsmouth Naval Shipyard home 
since late May 2004, when it arrived for its first major overhaul since the vessel was commissioned in 1993. 

The crew came to the shipyard after seeing duty in Operation Iraqi Freedom, where it was the first submarine to 
fire a Tomahawk cruise missile into that country from the Persian Gulf. 

"A very significant portion of what went on there at that time was by submarines and the Montpelier was the first 
one," said Capt. Mark Davis, commanding officer of the USS Montpelier. 

"I've been in the submarine force 23 years and you work up and train for this all your life, and to actually get to do 
something like that is a remarkable thing," Davis said in a recent interview at the shipyard.  

"The guys are very, very proud of the fact they did their job, did it well, and we're able to go out and do it without 
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